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The CASE of Sir Edward O-Brien, 
Bart. upon the late Eledion for the City 
of Peterborough, 


s 3 H E Right of El:&1on of Members of Parliament for that City 


15 veſted in ſuch of the Inhabitants as pay Scot and Lot, nut 

only by Cuſtom from Time Immemorial, but alſo in Purſuance 
of the laſt Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, bywhich it ſtands ſei- 
tled and determined, That ſuch Right was confined to the aforeſaid ina- 
bitants alone. 

ByT tho' by the AR of the ſeventh and eighth of King William the 
Third, every Return made contrary to the laſt Determination of the Houſe 
of Commons, concerning the Right of Ele&ion for ſuch Place be deemed 
and adjudged a falſe Return. Yet the Bailiff of the Dean and Chapter 
took upon him to return the Honourable JVortley Mountague, Eiq; 
deceas'd, as duly EleQed, though the Petitioner had an unqueſtion- 
able Majority of eighteen legal Votes out of the Inhabitants paying 
Scot and Lot, as aforeſaid. The Bailiff had no other Colour for ſup- 
porting this Return, but that he had admitted 32 Perſons to Poll at 
the ſaid EleAion for the ſaid Wortley Mountague, upon this Pretence 
only, that they then were, or formerly had been Inhabitants with- 
in the Liberty of the Minſter of that City, altho' it was adnutted they 
had never paid Scot or Lot; and notwithſtanding they were for that 
Reaſon objected to by the Petitioner at the Ele&ion, yet the ſaid Bailiff 
admitted them as good Votes. AND thereupon declared the fa1d Wortley 
Mountague eleted by a legal Majority, in dire& Contradi&tion to the 
Reſolution AND A& of Parliament already taken Notice of. 

OF. theſe 32 Minſter Pollers, Six appeared to have been entire 
Strangers, and the remaining Number were made up of the Dean and fix 
Prebends of the Cathedral Church, and their Tenants, Under-Tenants and 
Servants; ſo that as all the Houſes in the Minſter belong to the Dean 
and Prebends, it 15 apprehended to eſtabliſh ſo extraordinary a Pretence 
as is ſet up in the preſent Caſe, would be in Effte& to transfer the 
Right of Ele&ions to them from the whole Corporation, ſince they 
may multiply the Number of ſuch Voters at Pleaſure, and more than 
balance the Scot and Lot Inhabitants, by letting in any indefinite Num- 
ber of Strangers upon a Pinch, as there is no other Qualification re- 

uired for conſtituting ſuch a Minſter Voter, than a bar: Refidence 

within the ſaid Liberty. THAT every Houſe may ſupply as many 
Voters as it has Rooms or Cellars in it, one Houſe having ſent two 
or three Voters at the laſt Eletion, which is a Prefident will not 
fail to be followed and improved upon hereafter. 


The Dean and Prebends are a Body Corporate, and (if any) can have 
but one Vote. 


Good Votes paying Scot and Lot for the Petitioner 195 
For Wortley Mountague, Eſq, ——— _ 177 
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Majority for the Petitioner ———————————— 1 


